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1.1 Situating the Research: 8Post War Reconciliation Process of Sri Lanka9

8

9 and the promotion of <national unity, so that all citizens of Sri Lanka, 

ignity and a sense of freedom= (LLRC, 

8 9



presence of security forces in 8everyday9 life, and reinforcing the state9s ability to suppress 



through the 8everyday9 experiences of those most affected by war (Walpita, 2023; Lonergan, 

My research aims to critically examine the opportunities and challenges of Sri Lanka9s 

lived, 8everyday9

war 8normalisation9 and interrogates the political, 



I establish the context for my study by examining Sri Lanka9s ethnic landscape, investigating 

state actors9 approaches to reconciliation, contrasting these 





by delving into Sri Lanka9s intricate ethnic landscape, describing the country9s demographic 



, Sri Lanka9s majority ethnic group, trace their ancestry to the sixth century 

of Buddhism in Sri Lanka, royal lineages, and the island9s ancient history (Kulatilake, 2016 p. 426



8 9 8 9 were 8brought over9 from South India to work in the 

island9s tea and rubber estates. When Sri Lanka gained independence in 1948, the Plantation 

8Moors9 is a term inherited from the Portuguese and Dutch colonial occupation of Sri Lanka
(Wettimuny, 2020) and continued under British dispensation. The Ceylon Muslims adopted the term 8Moor9 



purposefully exacerbated tensions between Sri Lanka9s Sinhalese majority and Tamil minority 

120) employs the concept of 8parallel monopolies9 to describe the separate ethnic

Since Sri Lanka9s independence in 1948, the Tamil Community was dissatisfied with the 

country9s unitary form of government and promoted a 8decentralised institutional governance9

Bandaranaike brought in the 8Sinhala Only9

8Language of the Courts Act9, which expanded the use of Sinhala in judicial proceedings, and 

implemented the 8Tamil Language (Special Provisions) Act of 19589 (DeVotta, 2007). 

I use the term 8decentralised institutional governance9 to draw a distinction from the unitary state structure. 



8 9

Commonly known as 8The Gal Oya riots of 19569, these were a series of violent clashes between the Sinhalese 
8 9



8 9

8w 9

–

defeated the LTTE, culminating in the LTTE9s 

දÝමළ ඊලාම룊 ව샒ම룔්쩇ි ද ාට꟒ සංව샒½ා¾ය Dêmāla Êlām 
Vimukthi Kôṭi Saṅvidhānaya ¬மி¿ீ¿ Àிட鿁¬லைï ப꫁ைிகÿ Tamiḻīḻ Vidutalaip Pulikaḷ

8LTTE9. This abbreviated version has since become widely adopted in both 



LLRC9s recommendations included immediate steps to be taken regarding long



government9s post

(2011) writes in her book 8In My Mother9s House9, the war created <a story of isolation= (p. 

2), with different ethnic groups failing to understand the suffering of the 8other9 and thus 

8 9



full 8devolution package9 is a threat to national unity and security (Pullé and Ratnapala, 2019; 



The trajectory of violence in Sri Lanka9s post

reconciliation remains elusive. The state9s approach has been pred





<

suit= (Weerawardhana, 2019, p. 1). I have attempted to engage with scholarship from the 



literature conceptualises 8conflict9 as a 



order of priority (Åkebo and Thurairajah, 2024). Therefore, 8conflicts9

8 9

I suggest here that these 8conflicts9 are not necessarily active, ongoing conflicts/ protracted wars but rather 



8 yday9 manifestations is not 

4) perceives the 8everyday9 as a space for <

Sri Lanka9s governmental structure centres on a unitary system with centrali

Jayawardene, the 13th Amendment introduced significant constitutional reforms that would <contribute towards 
essary conditions for reconciliation= (Bandarage, 2012, p. 109).



ed in their local, state, regional, and international contexts=, where 

. The 8everyday9

conflict settings, women9s sexuality, safety, and mobility acquire a critical concern, an 

8Mothers9 Front9 movement leveraged maternal identities for political activism whi



3.3. Decolonising 8Reconciliation9 in Post

3.3.1 Rethinking 8Reconciliation9 Through the 8Everyday9

used in the social sciences within the process of 8conflict resolution9 especially among post

stemology of 8reconciliation9

beyond the traditional 8Western9 focus on conflict resolution to expand the study of 

Ugarriza, 2016). Bhargava9s (2012, p.371) writing on the broader post

8 9

James9 (2008, p. 115) posits that in 8 9

8 9 8

9 8 9



embedded, historically conscious, and 8everyday9 processes of meaning

the literature on 8everyday9 

8everyday9 not simply as a politico

reconceptualisation enables an understanding of 8everyday9 peace as a 8hidden script9 of 

resistance, avoidance, and improvisation (Longba9am

reconciliations9 overemphasis on institutional metric

postcolonial and critical feminist ethnographic readings of the 8everyday9, my empirical data 



(Porter, 2016). 8Human lives are led narratively9, and war disrupts individual, communal and 

linear, constantly negotiated 8everyday9 



all perpetrators can be prosecuted, at least the 8truth9 can be said

experienced by witnesses in Sri Lanka9s reconciliation process. This critical oversight has 

war 8everyday9



based violence in wartime, women9s roles in conflict as victims, perpetrators of violence, and 



3.3.4 Reconciliation as a 8Process9 versus an 8Outcome9 



Sri Lanka9s ongoing reconciliation efforts.

extensive cognitive and 8emotional recalibration9, a comprehensive unlearning of entrenched 



The state9s desire to treat reconciliation as an outcome is to appease international donors 

8communitarian social harmony9

3.4.1 Challenges to 8Top Down9 



Ghali (1992) defined it in 8 n Agenda for Peace9, differentiating between peacemaking, 

<

ons formerly at war.=

within states (Richmond, 2014). According to the concept of 8peace 9, a blend 



promoting technical 8fixes9 rather than relational transformations. Gender is frequently 8

9

rather than understood as an active set of power relations embedded in the 8everyday9. These 

agendas clash with local, embodied 8everyday9 expe

8 9

practices, and 8everyday9 peace and conflict experiences (Beyene et al., 2024).  The top

practices, and the deeply personal ways communities experience and understand 8everyday9 

Extensive literature documents Sri Lanka9s international involvement in post

A critical shortcoming in Sri Lanka9s approach to post

relational and 8everyday9 peacebuilding approaches, 



8gendered coloniality9 in peacebuilding. As a result, holistic peace becomes more about 

3.4.2 The 8Localisation9 of Peacebuilding in Sri Lanka

2022; Beyene et. al, 2024). These approaches start locally, addressing 8everyday9 experiences 



General9s Peacebuilding Fund, often struggle to engage local communities. In Mullaitivu and 

8everyday9 local dimensions, encompassing contextual specificity, agency, and partnership 

8shramadana9

Ansari, 2019) and women9s organisations, engaged in community dialogue and psychosocial 



grassroots peacebuilding initiatives in Sri Lanka9s war



advocate for community needs.  This highlights the importance of understanding 8everyday9 



colonial framework that centres on reflections of 8everyday9 

the 8everyday9 structural challenges and implications among the majority and minority 

assumption that academic research automatically catalyses 8positive social change9 (Heu



others9 experiences? Which voices are amplified, and which remain marginalised within my 



war reconciliation, I have engaged with the lived experiences and 8everyday9 realities of my 



conducted across Sri Lanka, Amarasuriya9s (2010) research found inequalities in higher 

surface 8everyday9 practices and experiences within local contexts, facilitating the researchers 

8how9 8why9



systems (Bhattacherjee, 2012). According to Smith (2021, p. 42): <[T]heory… helps make 

we live.= Theories constitute epistemological frameworks that organi

012; Al‐wazedi, 2020). 



, 2022). The concept of 8local turn9 offers a nuanced 



that fail to address the fundamental structural inequalities embedded in Sri Lanka9s complex 

ing the multiplicity of 8everyday9 experiences and 

challenged the dominant narrative of 8victimhood9 (K



resistance not as isolated, 8dramatic moments9, but as intricate, 8everyday9 practices of 

understanding and analysing 8 is happening9, 8 is it happening9 and 8

implications9 

does not aim to present findings as a definitive explanation for claims of <failure= of the 

perspectives in 8everyday9 aspects of reconciliation, examining both challenges and 

–

examine the opportunities and challenges of Sri Lanka9s post



–

Columbia9s (UNBC) encrypted Zoom meeting rooms, I adopted purposive and snowball 

8everyday9 lived experiences, perceptions and perspectives 



unrest. Although my participants are formally recognised as subject matter 8experts9, they are 

and enactments of the 8everyday9 experiences of reconciliation. Many of these participants, 

experiences, navigating the 8everyday9 implications, challenges, and opportunities of local 

community members. In this sense, their 8expert status9 is inse



shaped by the dynamics of 8everyday9 reconciliation on the ground.

interviews were maintained by conducting remote sessions exclusively through UNBC9s 



8

9 8f 9

participants was determined entirely by participants9 willingness to invite me into their 

8worlds9 in the cyberspaces created (Howlett, 2022). 

within the participants9 chosen environments, affording them a feeling of enhanced control of 





8 9

Due to the constraints of a strict timeline and limited resources as a Master9s student, I 

representation of the 8everyday9 in this study is necessarily mediated through the perspectives 



8 9

successive administrations9 implementation of the reconciliation process. 

from people9s lived realities by directing my interview questions towards an open sharing of 

e that all people9s perspectives are shaped by their unique experiences, positions, and subjectivities. As 



data. All contributions of people9s reasoning and contexts were valued rather than defined as 

Where noticeable factual discrepancies were detected between a respondent9s recollection of 

the interviews with established details that helped jog respondents9 memories.



is breached (Knott and Kostovicova, 2024). Sri Lanka9s Public Security Ordinance has enabled 



of Northern British Columbia9s Ethics Review Board (2023) and the Canadia

data privacy laws following British Columbia9s Personal 

and UNBC9s Research Ethics Board



2018). This <insider

outsider= positioning created complex relational dynamics, trust building, and disclosure 

and research goals must follow the communities9 self



ity of participants9 lived experiences and the evolving nature of 



CHAPTER 5: RECONCILIATION POLICIES: <FILTERED TRUTHS AND FAILED 
PROMISES=

5.2 Navigating Disparities in Sri Lanka9s Reconciliation Process 

8reconciliation9 is challenging to define conclusively in the Sri Lankan context. Gibson (2004, 

<The problem with reconciliation is not that it is devoid of content; the problem is that 

it with her or his own distinct understanding=. 



Researcher 829 points out that many scholars in Sri Lanka faced the for

interpreting and translating this <broad, western driven concept= into the 

<ⷁ솅ත귒සන뇊½ා¾ය= prathisandhānaya

<நÿைி«க闍கï” nalliṇakkam

Academic Researcher 849 explained that after the civil war, it became challenging to 

the <whole process of reconciliation seemed unfamiliar=. Academic Researcher 849 

<Without defining reconciliation in a proper way, the government has gone ahead 

requirements that can be incorporated in a proper definition of reconciliation.=

8 9

<Focus on the causes of conflict, its effect on the people, and promote national unity, 

lives have been significantly impacted by the conflict.=

Specifically, the LLRC9s (2011) documentation emphasi

Although this word is directly translated to <reconciliation= or <reunification= in English, in popular culture it 



<transformation of challenges of violation 

and impunity into an opportunity for meaningful reconciliation and national unity=

<unity in diversity, respect for and protection of the multiple 

=

progression in policy framing reveals a subtle shift from the LLRC9s focus on addressing 

historical grievances and promoting broad national unity to the CTF9s more nuanced approach 

8 9 8 9

of the LLRC (2011) report and the CTF9s (2016) reconciliatory mechanisms, reconciliation in 

Grassroots Activist 829 contends that since 2009, the concept of 8 9

8 9

definition9s implementation implications and outcomes, and rais

8 9

Researcher 829 critically notes that the overarching emphasis on 8 9

<overshadowed the need to address specific grievances= by oversimplifying the diverse needs 



war reconciliation. Academic Researcher 849 offered a personal 

<During a survey that I was a part of [a team] collecting data about the level of needing 

had different understandings on the ground…many thought reconciliation means 

become] a developed country=. 

<Participants had limited knowledge about reconciliation and its objectives… one 

erstand the reconciliation process.=

8 9

hinders the intended healing process. Moreover, Academic Researcher 839 noted that many 

8 9

8 9

reconciliation as nothing but an <agenda by the international community to divide the country=, 

8 9

society. Academic Researcher 849further points out that in nearly fifteen years of d

8 9. Academic Researcher 819 

<We don9t have an organic definition of reconciliation. That9s a major challenge. 
Because we can9t say that people have really understood the meaning of reconciliation 

t=.



8organic definition9

8

9

Nisanka et al., 2021). Academic Researcher 819 critically views t

<prioritises technocratic solutions [such as setting up formal 

issues in Sri Lanka=

Civil Society Leader 819 points out that <different understandings [of reconciliation] held 

by various stakeholders are reflected in the diversity of replication of policies=, which 

decade (Silva, 2018, p.1078). Academic Researcher 839, Grassroot Activists 819 and 829 all 

8

9

<Sri Lankans continue to recognise the importance of reconciliation by expressing a 

consistently strong demand for it=

present broad statistical categories reflecting how the majority 8views9 reconciliation, thereby 



Academic Researcher 839 further highlights that without a comprehensive understanding of 

8 9

<

=.

This shortcoming raises a fundamental question: 8Why has a national report of such 

where only 23.8% of the total population is fluent in English (EF, 2024)9? Thi

Activist 829 contends that these issues collectively point to a 8 9

government9s approach to reconciliation. Based on my empirical data, it becomes clear that the 

government has failed to 8acculturate9 the 

Lanka9s multi

Activist 829 and Civil Society Leader 819 further elaborate that instead of promoting a d

affected civil society members, <vital aspects of 

the dialogue have been delegated to external interlocutors such as NGOs= that has led to a 



Perera and Ranasinghe, 2024). Government Official 819, noted that,

<We9ve [participated in] a lot of workshops and seminars, but there9s no [consistent] 
strategy linking these activities to the broader goals of reconciliation…[It9s] like we are 
box ticking [without moving forward].=

8 9

Society Leader 829 also adds to this s

<In our area [ Jaffna], we9ve had three different NGOs and some government programs 

[exactly] the others are doing. This is a case of filtered truth and failed promises…= 

approaches to reconciliation through centring the 8everyday9 understandings and can therefore 

8everyday9 here represents the 

purposes. This form of 8everyday9 reconciliation manifests wher

Grassroots Activist 829 posits 



<It has created a perfect environment for local resilience for people to develop their own 

organic understanding of what reconciliation means to them.= 

8formal reconciliation programs9 have accommodated these open spaces for community 

nce, women9s cooperatives 

that the Sri Lankan government9s of 8reconciliation9 differs from its public 

proclamations. Academic Researcher 839 noted that, instead of addressing the pertinent 

<economic restructuring, particularly in the war affected North and East=, 

<challenging tasks of reconciliation, the government has sidestepped from 



redressing past injustices=

<Separatist tendencies will fade away when we have better road connectivity between 

to mutual economic benefits=. 

This rhetoric was singled out by Academic Researcher 849, to illustrate a 8

9,

he government9s post

Academic Researcher 839, the citizens of Northern Province expected the government to 

8 9 as the state9s top priority, the government9s development 

plan for the region primarily emphasised infrastructure projects. Civil Society Leader 829 points 

out that since 2019, they have observed a <decrease in government

ountry compared to the [previous] years after the war,= and this has impacted 



grievances. Civil Society Leader 819 notes that these deficiencies led to <substantial gaps in 

econciliation process=. 

public and the media as independent witnesses (Tennakoon, 2016). However, the LLRC9s 



accessible to the public. Academic Researcher 839 noted that 

8 9 8 9

of testimonials in the LLRC, Grassroots Activist 829 posits that:

<A lot of important information was missing in the transcribed records… They did not 
include transcripts in peoples9 own words in the reports. We made such a request to the 
LLRC commission when we gave our testimonies but they didn9t care. Years later, we 
come to learn that the testimonials are missing.=

8people9s own words9

The CTF report9s Appendices lists the number of testimonials received without including any actual 
testimonial text. During my interview with Grassroot Activist 829, they mentioned that written testimonials were 



8 9

8

9 8 9

just future by fully acknowledging past harms (Posner, 2008). Academic Researcher 849 posits 

8 9

exercise divorced from local realities and needs (Mac Ginty, 2015). This 8ignorance9, 

highlighted by Grassroots Activist 829 aligns with another



(Hettiarachchi, 2016; Rambukwella, 2012) as Civil Society Leader 819 highlig

<It is important to record these testimonials... It9s more than lending a hearing to 
people9s issues – it9s a recording of memory. Memories [are]very important to the 
whole [reconciliation] process…= 

understanding of the conflict9s impact on individuals and communities severely hampering the 

15). Civil Society Leader 829 speaks about the perceptions 

<Younger generations who did not directly experience the conflict rely on these records 
to understand their history and the experiences of their [elders]… [Absence of records] 

and a potential resurgence of unresolved tensions in the future=

The intergenerational aspect of one9s 

Activist 819 posits that, <

historical erasure, intentional or not…= and Civil Society Leader Participants (819 and 829) 

to <

by] denying public acknowledgement [of their experiences]=. Participants highlighted tha

8 9,



Academic Researcher 849 points out that issues of state censorship <

=

exposing the severity of the government9s actions and shortcomings (Chandrasekar, 2015).  

inquiry. Academic Researcher 849 highlighted issues with the testimony collection 



<many witnesses were not given the opportunity to be heard, while others who did testify 

found the time allocated for their testimonies insufficient=.

commission9s skewed priorities (Venugopal, 2011). As a res

the LLRC records (Venugopal, 2011; Höglund, 2019).  Höglund9s (2019) study further 

Academic Researcher 849 highlighted that there were many occasions where the 

Commissioners undermined the credibility of witnesses9 testimonies. Instead of listening and 

which constituted a tendency to disregard the core of witnesses9 statements (Chandrasekar, 

2015). The LLRC9s approach to recording testimonies of women has been heavily criticised 

https://llrclk.wordpress.com/


my …

members (Chandrasekar, 2015; Höglund, 2019). Grassroots Activist 819 commented that 

<If the commission cannot do that, then, its core premise 

as a truth commission is invalid=

specific orientation for recording female witnesses9 accounts, with thoughtful 

016) Academic Researcher 819 notes that even in 2024 there are persistent 

<I would say that a gender
and reconciliation, I would say, that women can play a very serious role…. it is very 

W1: <Witness= 1
C: <Commissioner=



entities] we are not meaningfully connecting women… There is a lack of women9s 
participation.=

8Lack of women9s 9

829, women9s org

Sri Lanka9s approach to truth hearings was criticised by multiple Grassroots Activist and 

by Civil Society Leader 819 and Grassroots Activist 819 focus on the 8l 9

<I remember that people complained to me that they [the Commission] adopted [a sense 

Tamil participants] who had injuries from the war= 



8 9 8 us9

8

9 Activist 819 claimed that many witnesses didn9t feel safe 

8 9

<Our follow

ess.=

8 9

8 9

(Chandrasekar, 2015).  According to Grassroots Activists 819 and 829, this is one of the glaring 

8

9

healing and justice (Seoighe, 2017; Ruwanpura, 2016). Grassroots Activist 849 highlights the 

acute scepticism among civil society actors and victims9 groups: 



<[They] just came up with this to 

validating the military victory…
for the sake of doing something.=

highlights missed opportunities in Sri Lanka9s reconciliation process.  Despite the failures and 

issue of misaligned objectives in Sri Lanka9s approach to reconciliation (Kapur, 2024). 



driven interpretations and approaches to 8everyday9 forms of reconciliation, as 

nced by emerging grassroots initiatives such as women9s cooperatives. This suggests that 



CHAPTER 6:  MILITARISATION AND SECURITY: <CAUGHT BETWEEN 
SUSPICION AND SURVIVAL=

my data collection: firstly, the 8everyday9 



6.2. 8Everyday9 Surveillance of Civilian Spaces 

Participants described an intensification of 8everyday9 surveillance of civil

2009. This claim is supported by Academic Researcher 839: 

<I think, even two months ago [April 2024], you could see an extreme level of 

e are the reasons provided by the police and military to justify their actions...=

This 8everyday9 8 9

ere the final phase of the war took place, revealed that eight years after the conflict9s 

Research, 2017). Academic Researcher 839 points out that:

<Presently there are 20 military [divisions] in this country
[divisions] are located in the North and East…= <continued perception of these areas 
as potential security threats [by the government]=

In situating this data, I note that the authorities leveraged a 8political rhetoric9 of 

8bolstering national security9 to justify an intensified military presence (Subedi and 



<There seems to be misunderstanding, distrust and suspicion among different ethnic 

we are caught between suspicion and survival...=

8 9

extends beyond the Tamil community, as evidenced by Academic Researcher 849, who 

<After the Easter bombings, we have noticed a lot of surveillance. The authorities are 
[e]specially focused on Muslim communities… saying that they are worried about 
extremist groups… While we can understand the need for security, this type of thing will 
nly [lead to] suspicion and fear among our people.=

their religious and cultural practices (Shaffer, 2024; Jayasundara‐Smits and Sub

re of security highlighted by Academic Researcher 819:

<The Muslim minorities basically faced a lot of problems …following their religious 
rituals… for the women, their dress code and everything became a problem…. Most of 

attire [hijabs and abhaya] because it was banned by the government… And so that was 
really a very serious thing for the Muslim community, especially women…=



ed in the pursuance of national security (Shaffer, 2024; Jayasundara‐

Smits and Subedi, 2024), leading to a 8politics of unbelonging9 (Setijadi and Hur, 2024;  Zevnik 

the restriction of Muslim women9s religious attire reveals how 8everyday9 reconci

8everyday9 forms of reconciliation is systematically excluded. The public sphere thus becomes 

monopolised by those whose cultural expressions are deemed 8safe9, whil

culturally 8other9 are relegated to private spaces where they remain invisible to the broader 

presence to what Academic Researcher 839 terms a 8

9 

of 8everyday9 reconciliatio

practices.  Academic Researchers 839 and 849 contend that in recent years, the government 

<routine checks= that served no clear security purpose, but created a state of anxiety b



elaborated by my participants. Civil Society Activist 819 claimed that they are <

of being monitored, but remain uncertain about the specific methods= 

Grassroots Activist 829 clarified that the monitoring of civilians is often carried out by 

< =,

<[breed] suspicion between [one] community member against the other, destroying the trust 

and unity within our community=.  

Another important factor highlighted by Academic Researcher 819 is that female ex

combatants are subjected to surveillance by using different tactics. Grassroots Activist 819 

community resistance, given the LTTE9s history of prominence given to women9s leadership.    

Criminal Investigation Department (CID). It9s a speciali



On the other hand, Academic Researcher 819 notes that many female ex

Gunasekera, 2021). Grassroots Activists 819 and 839 claim that on account of frequent 

by military personnel, some women9s past involvement with the LTTE was 

opportunities (Azmi, 2015).  This form of economic coercion transgresses 8everyday9 survival 

<are not limited to employment opportunities, but extend to daily lives in the 

privacy of their homes=

8 9 8 9

Grassroots Activist 829: 

<There are many cases of young women complaining that regular visits by security 



in finding work and marriage partners. Civil Society Leader 829 points out that, 

<[

the government]=

and the need to secure their own economic survival. Academic Researcher 819 states that this 

<presence of the military in the North and East has also significantly altered the social 

dynamics, often [pitting] women against each other=

(Macfarlane, 2024; Jayasundara‐Smits and Subedi, 2024; Associated War Affected W

Sri Lanka, 2020). However, my participants9 narratives suggest that the problem persists, has 

on and 8everyday9 lived experiences 

Academic Researcher 819 contends that <needs and concerns such as inclusivity of female ex

support them=



for change. For example, the Women9s Action Network in the Northern Province c

8Women9s Safe Spaces9

(Saroor, 2017), which represents a form of 8everyday9 resistance that maintains the appearance 

strategy also reveals how 8everyday9 reconciliation on the ground is subterfuged instead of 

Unity and Reconciliation9s (ONUR) Livelihood Support Program (2015

2020). Civil Society Leader 819 and Academic Researcher 849 have noted instances 



6.3 8Everyday9 Surveillance of NGOs, Civil Society and Grassroots Activists

Lanka.  Academic Researcher 839 provided a succinct account of the 

extent and impact of 8everyday9 surveillance:

<NGOs are controlled by the government. You can9t do peace education or 

freely…You should inform the relevant authority that oftentimes [is] the CID [officers 

what is happening …Sometimes CID comes and stops the programs.=

issues. The heightened level of surveillance goes beyond mere observation: it represents 8soft 

power9 that moderates critical discourse and limits the scope of c

Lankan Army9s 2013 report in response to the LLRC recommendations 

8 9

8 9



decisions influenced by political considerations.  Academic Researcher 839 comments that 

<self

issues such as minority political rights to avoid risks to their operational status=.

Screening and controlling NGOs to prevent <undesirable elements= from compromising 

<

restrictions and harassment from security forces and intelligence agencies=.

<So, these NGOs are under extreme surveillance in the North and East. NGO personnel 

the Government9s [intrusive]surveillance and suspension of visas.=

interventions against potential government reprisals. Academic Researcher 839 further 



testimony of Civil Society Leader 829: 

<We used to join with INGOs for our peace building workshops... now, we9re scared 
sharing… we don9t know whether we 

are breaking some laws…. The risk of being investigated or shut down is too high.=

8 9

solutions to ongoing challenges faced by the reconciliation process. Grassroots Activist 829 

<When NGOs are restricted, it9s the local communities that suffer most. These 

reconciliation.=

As Grassroots Activist 829 points 

within civil society. Grassroots Activist 819 observes that:

<The government likes NGOs that praise the government9s initiatives. If you critici

reconciliation [programs].= 



organisations focused on women9s issues and gender equality. The widening gap between the 

rhetoric of 8women, peace, and security9 and ground

Academic Researcher 849 comments that women9s organisations at the forefront of grassroots 

<they navigate the 

institutional biases against] women9s participation in peace processes=

Grassroots Activist 829 and Civil Society Leader 819 pointed out that the obstacles placed upon 

women9s organisations further marginalise women9s voices in the reconciliation process, 

As pointed out by Academic Researcher 839, the trust deficit contributes to a 8

s9

in Sri Lanka. Restrictions forced upon civil society spaces severely limit the country9s capacity 

<[incubators] for new ideas 

and approaches=



grounded in trust building and mutual understanding, and 8everyday9 surveillance of minorities 

<Displacement of persons as well as loss of land and homes [are] major conflict related 
<measures and 

promoting reconciliation=

8everyday9 surveillance (covered above in 6.2) and examines how land acquisition by 

8everyday9 

8everyday9 community spaces creating 8 9, according to Academic Researcher 849, 



Grassroots Activist 829 recounted an incident concerning a coconut plantation which was 

8 9

8 9

<slow but steady ret

Tamil owners=

recently as 2024. Civil Society Leader 829 points out that holding onto lands by the military not 

<landless people in this country=

Leader 829 and Grassroots Activist 1 revealed that active participation in the reconciliation 

As noted by Grassroots Activists 819, one of the key challenges faced in reclaiming their 



purchases (Wanninayake, 2021). Civil society leader 819 puts this situation into perspective:

<One of the hardest things is seeking official documentation of land ownership from 

do their best to help their communities but sometimes they also don9t have the answers 
when people go and complain because it9s the military who has [occupied] our land. It 

[genuine ownership of ancestral] land is [an] impossible [task].=

8 9

government that has delegated this task to the Local Authorities. Academic Researcher 829 

direct administrative body, such as a 8land reclamation 

taskforce or authority9 mandated by the central government under the purview of the Local 

(translated to 8village administrative officer9 or 8Village Headmen9) is a public official 



Academic Researcher 819 comments that the persistence of these issues nearly 15 years 

<where many point to an 

unwillingness at the political level to fully commit to the processes of demilitarisation.=

Academic Researcher 849 points out that unwillingness at the <political level [stems from 

maintaining [centralised] control over regions in the North and East=

<[The continued] military [presence] reminds us of the hardships we 

face every day because of the loss of our lands…we feel we are being punished and excluded.= 

tant reminder of the war9s 

between communities. This prevents a shift in 8mindset9 from war to cooperation that genuine 



8 9

essential in building reconciliation become limited. The 8everyday9

Thus, 8everyday9 reconciliation on the ground p

2020). Academic Researcher 849 notes that local administrative officers face obstacles in 

<This militarisation of land administration has [profound] implications for the affected 

of official documents such as ownership deeds and past records of occupation=

Leader 829 stresses that, <



culture, and [generational] knowledge.=

water bodies. Civil Society Leader 819 comments that:

<This has not only restricted the land return and distribution process to already 

ods of communities whose members are primarily farmers and fishermen= 

not attract support and commitment. Civil Society Leader 819 and 829 and Academic Researcher 

819   commented that in response to the government9s investment promotion policy, an upsurge 

<gift= 

experience of receiving back one9s own land as a military favour creates a warped relationship 



required for 8public purposes9, a sacrifice for the greater good, denying them Free, Prior and 

Informed Consent (FPIC) (Wickramaratne, 2021). Civil Society Leader 819 shared the 

<It9s not just about security anymore. The army is everywhere 

turned [those] into businesses. It9s like they9re trying to control every aspect of ou
lives.=

8 9

the country9s economy, and signals a not



8 9 8 9,

8military corporatism9

8everyday9 reconciliation an arena of community tension as opposed to a 

819 notes that: 

<Things have changed a bit since 2015. The military is still involved in farming and 
local businesses, but not as much as before. We9re seeing more civilian authorities 
making decisions about local development now.=

local lands complicates this narrative, revealing a nuanced reality where the military9s 

According to Academic Researcher 829, there is a glimmer of hope for the communities 

that have suffered much. <

have suffered many hardships,= 



8

9

that the dual impacts of 8everyday9 surveillance and land appropriation by the military present 

My findings reveal a fundamental disconnect between the government9s security



<WE FEEL LOST IN 
OUR OWN LAND=

This chapter examines the critical role of minority rights in Sri Lanka9s post

Amendment to Sri Lanka9s constitution (see Chapter 2). Successive gove



Grassroots Activist 819 and Academic Researchers 839 and 849 conveyed scepticism over 

a comprehensive implementation of the 13th Amendment to Sri Lanka9s Constitution in the 



This insight supports my participants9 deep scepticism on the promised potential of the 13

of Sri Lanka. (13A, 1987) Academic Researcher 829 points out that:

<Tamil political parties have this grievance that no government will give them equal 

rule.=

8 9 in the government9s commitment towards the 

é and Ratnapala, 2019; Junik, 2023). Academic Researcher 829 



Grassroots Activist 819 pointed out the tenacious resistance to devolution by Sinhalese 

nationalist groups. The government9s reluctance to hold Provincial Council elections is an 

tisan attitudes of nationalist politicians are exemplified by Academic Researcher 839:

<[Name retracted],



elected in the upcoming elections. So that is their firm feeling. That9s why they do it.=

8

9 in the North and East (Wijekoon et. al., 2023). Moreover, Academic Researcher 849 

8 9

justify further restrictions on minority rights (Kadirgamar, 2020). Academic Researcher 849 

8 9.



Civil Society Leader 819 commented that in March of 2024, President Wickremesinghe 

8

9

8 9. Other participants (Academic Researcher 849, Grassroots 

Activist 819 and 829) claimed that this 8 9

Dassanayake and Gamage, 2024). Academic Researcher 819 drew attention to the performative 

<If you pay close attention, you9ll see that these politicians only bring up the 13th 

laughing at how fake this behaviour is.=

can lead to meaningful reconciliation and amity. Academic Researcher 849 explains that by 

<nationalistic 



ation=

that perpetuates the ambivalence of politicians. Civil Society Leader 819 observed that:

<Even leaders who might privately support such measures are hesitant to do so 

[root] causes at the heart of [Sri Lanka9s] ethnic tensions.=

in the country9s political discourse, with the Sinhala language as its core (DeVotta, 2021) and 

However, according to Grassroots Activist 829, genuine reconciliation efforts cannot be 

<aware 

and administrators=



reconciliation process (Nair and Sudevan, 2024). The CTF9s final report highlighted 

police powers under Sri Lanka9s 13th Amendment (13A,1987, p

under the purview of Provincial Councils (13A,1987, p. 15). Grassroots Activist 819 argues that 

<



was established=

Grassroots Activist 819 highlights that the central government retained ultimate authority over 

8 9

<the land shall be a Provincial Council Subject=

governed by the political hegemony of the Sinhalese majority. Academic Researcher 839 

<If peace can only be achieved by giving a separate State to North and East, then that 

always oppose it ...=

8no man9s land9

reconciliation process in the North and East, according to Academic Researcher 849. I argue 



that this 8paradox of state reform9 in Sri Lanka is a common theme running through the post

Academic Researcher 849, commented that <deep

communities on the structural limitations of Sri Lanka9s devolution framework=

8

9

8 9

Administrator 819 who claimed that the government was <facing a severe shortage of necessary 

funds and human resources to adequately support the operation of the provincial councils,=



documentary evidence regarding the government9s role in providing qualified personnel to 

Police Commission9s internal assessments since 2019 document that only 22% of Tamil

above narrative is offered by Civil Society Leader 819: 

<You can9t say that this issue is just simply a lack of resources or expertise, but what I 

political dynamics rather than just administrative [shortcomings]=.



Civil Society Leader 829 pointed out another contentious issue between Tamil and 

merged following a Supreme Court ruling. Academic Researcher 839 emphasi

<[Tamil] political leaders still demand a merged North and East Provincial Council, 
which the Muslims do not like. They oppose it. They say we can9t be with Tamil Political 

tronghold in the Eastern Province=

Disagreement with the above view was voiced by Civil Society Leader 819 who claimed 

<A 

disempowered.=



Academic Researcher 849 highlights that <when the institutional framework for 

the very purpose of devolution as a mechanism for reconciliation=

arrangements that dilute political power, affecting their communities9 ability to effectively 

(SLMC), resulted in a convoluted political landscape as Government Administrator 819 

<The SLMC has given Muslims a stronger political voice, but it9s also been accused by 
some Tamil leaders of fragmenting minority unity. There9s a constant balancing act 

hts issues.= 



This ideological impasse has broader implications for both communities9 ability to build 

Researcher 849, Civil Society Leaders 819 and 829 is the absence of comprehensive language 

rights. Lack of opportunity to effectively communicate in one9s language when enga



implementation. Academic Researcher 849, Civil Society Leaders 819 and 829 ascribed this to a 

8 9

8 9 war Sri Lanka. Academic Researcher 849 offers 

<The matter of language rights is a big problem. Even though Sinhala and Tamil are 
national languages with equal importance, people prefer to speak in their <mother 
tongue= …Because they sense that engaging with the 8other9 language might diminish 

ltural identity and erode the sense of linguistic superiority they have cultivated.=

in social and individual identity, preserving one9s ethnic identity and particularly the 8

9

Jayawickrama and Ekanayake, 2024). Civil Society Leader 819 emphasised that b

<deeply intertwined with ethnic, cultural, and political identities=

coloniser9s language over the two main native Sri Lankan languages, Sinhala and Tamil (See 

8 9



Researcher 849, this led to a disadvantageous position for the Sinhalese who were

8 9

led to the alienation of the Tamil population. Academic Researcher 829 elaborates on this issue:

<One must not forget that the lasting effects of British rule still [loom] large. 
Generations born into a newly independent Sri Lanka carried [forward] their parents9 

the civil war. We feel lost in our own land…generations grew up [within a climate 
of] hatred and trauma=.

The role of collective emotions is important in critically analysing the 8everyday9 

Crouthamel, and Köhne, 2021). Academic Researcher 829 and Grassroot Activist 819also noted 

8 9 8 9

and Tamil communities. This dynamic, as highlighted by Academic Researcher 829, operated 

<

and interacted with each other=

However, this argument is challenged by other participants. Grassroot Activist 829 and 

Academic Researcher 849 point out that in the post



emerged in the 8everyday9 reconciliationary interactions between Tamils and Sinhalese: on the 

<a façade of tolerance and acceptance by members of both 

communities engaging in routine social and economic interactions=

Researcher 849 terms as 8 9

Activist 829 observes that underlying emotions on unresolved trauma and lingering mistrust 

beyond linguistic divisions. However, Academic Researcher 849 highlights that unresolved 

support [a holistic] reconciliation. This public 8performance9 of harmony can be interpreted

context seems to have established 8feeling rules9 (socially shared guidelines that inform how 

8feeling rules9 and 8emotional labour9 thus reveals a contradiction observed

necessary foundation for daily coexistence, Academic Researcher 849 highlights that by 



projecting a false sense of 8progress9 in reconciliation, underlying emotional tensions can easily 

Another narrative emerges from a discussion with Academic Researcher 819, that there is 

Noted by Academic Researcher 839, this situation is prevalent across all districts, leading to a 

<diminished public trust in political and administrative institutions=

adequately recognise linguistic diversity. Grassroots Activist 819, Civil Leaders 819 and 829 

reported similar <embodied experiences of discrimination and exclusion= when engaging with 

language training. Grassroots Activist 839 reflects how this discrimination becomes 

incorporated into their daily lived experience by 8carrying it along with them as a constant9

group9s linguistic comfort necessarily comes at the expense of another9s access to services. 



This very humanistic aspect of 8everyday9 reconciliation further illustrates how language 

discrimination operates as a form of symbolic violence that assaults minority citizens9 sense of 

Academic Researcher 849 notes: 

<
[language], many of them don9t care to. They would only address you in Sinhala when 
you talk to them.=

8 9

Government Administrator 819 provided 8 9

becomes intertwined with loyalty to one9s linguistic and cultural group (Wyss, 2020; 

Civil Society Leader 819, notes that 



Despite the government9s mandate on language proficiency in both Tamil and Sinhala

in determining promotions, Government Administrator 819 points out that many officers have 

<very few government officers genuinely decided to do so=

Civil Society Leader 819 highlighted that many police officers use political allegiances 

8 9

8Political exclusion through language9

Language Barriers in 8Everyday9 Spaces



layered obstacle to genuine reconciliation. Academic Researcher 829 uses the term 8

9

A recent experience of Grassroot Activist 839 at the Registrar General9s Department in 

<One of the most problematic issues is the lack of bilingual staff, even in Colombo. I 
once went to the Colombo Registrar General9s office to get a copy of my birth 
certificate. The lady at the counter couldn9t understand my broken Sinhala, so I tried 

king in Tamil. But she didn9t understand that either. She told me to wait and turned 

Colombo9s busiest government offices was considered an 8accommodation9 rather than 
a necessity.=

My participant9s narrative reveals that 

Researcher 839 highlighted how this has hampered reporting on crimes, accessing emergency 

<If you go to the police station in Jaffna or Kilinochchi, or Mullaitivu, or Vavuniya

the same thing… because of the language barrier they have been encountering 
fficulties] for many, many decades in the North and East.= 



Leader 819 pointed out that a conservative social norm exists, especially in 

<unfitting for a woman to visit a police station= 

8 9 



universities. Academic Researcher 839 elaborated that, 

<In the [universities south of the Northern Province] we don9t have this 2
policy. Information is circulated mostly in the Sinhala language…even for Tamil 

it translated… They [university officials] say 8we don9t have translators to do this but 
t to address this problem in the future9. In some instances, they 

board. That9s it… That is not an excuse… That is the problem of the institution.=

deeply embedded in societal structures and institutions. Academic Researcher 839 argues that 

<

=

ctivist 819 through observations made during a field visit: 

<Back in 2015, I did research in Putlam about the women heads of the household...  So 

initially had to go to hospitals to get the basic services they had a big problem …Sinh



speaking doctors on call couldn9t understand their complaints [made in Tamil 
language].=

., 2024). Grassroots Activist 829 contends 

<compromising on their health outcomes, and a rein

class citizenship.=

The Concept of <Mother Tongue=

8 9

majority9s language, Sinhala, as a site of 8everyday9 reconciliation struggle in how linguistic 

8 9

by Grassroots Activist 829 who commented that, 

<

politicians.= The blame is placed on the politicians ...=

8Sinha lé9



in Chapter 6. Academic Researcher 849 has noted that this has 8 9

Academic Researcher 839:

<The national anthem is only sung in Sinhalese language in the Independence Day 

they [successive governments] stopped [it].=

addressing minority rights warrants careful attention. Grassroots Activist 819 highlights that 

819 spoke about political rights awareness programs conducted daily within small communities:

<In the North, grassroots communities have organically formed to conduct political 



making it difficult to sustain these sessions.=

rights awareness initiatives are valuable vehicles for fostering 8everyday9 

Civil Society Leader 819 observes that a grassroots

<We have language programs [conducted at the micro level] –

–
andmade items to foreigners...=

through language barriers. Grassroots Activist 829 points to the 8 9



<respect for linguistic diversity and trilingualism, thus enhancing relationships between 

different communities=

minority community rights, Government Administrator 819 contends that an unspoken bias 

on the 8basic technicalities9 involved in reconciliation efforts (Scholtens a

language barriers. Academic Researcher 819 further illustrated this point:

<In the North, one NGO worked voluntarily in hospitals. They identified patients9 

office, a volunteer from the NGO would ask, 8What is your preferred language?9 If the 

s.=

others, such as   Grassroots Activist 819, offered contrasting perspectives: 

<Although I think NGOs do a lot of important work in terms of reconciliation and 

don9t have a 

ted.=



initiatives on the ground by external NGOs. Civil Society Leader 829

active participants in the reconciliation process. Civil Society Leader 829 alluded to a language 

<This program has been very successful because we9ve 

helped many IDPs from Mullaitivu to have a basic comprehension of Sinhala.=

8everyday9 peace 8 9

8

9

especially highlighted during my participant discussions, Grassroots Activist 829 pointed out 

<We have this program where many young women [from different ethnic backgrounds] 

–

everyone is creating genuine, supportive connections.=



This further illustrates the dimensions of 8everyday9 peace that emerge through ordinary 

8everyday9 practices and creating a different entry point for sharing experiences and building 

community members, articulating the ramifications of conflict and violence on their 8everyday9 

8 9

For instance, in the Northern Province, women9s groups have established 8 9

just of loss, but how they rebuilt their lives by interweaving 8everyday9 challenges including 

Deane, 2021). Grassroots Activist 829 highlights that the experiences of the marginalised 



by Civil Society Leader 829, there is a propensity for young people to break down barriers of 

der 829 provides an 

<Children are now more interested in sharing their similar traditions through various 

both languages. When they go to university, they are open to learning their friends9 
nguages.=

spontaneous form of 8everyday9 reconciliation that emerges from lived experience, suggesting 

8 9 process demonstrates how 8everyday9 reconciliation can occur 

risation that dominates formal political discourse. Civil Society Leader 829 further posits:

<The youth have also taken this peacebuilding on their own terms. My son has this set 
–

emotional…Because we didn9t get to have this experience –
each other[other nationalities] inside our own homes..=

This generational divide highlights how 8everyday9 reconciliation efforts continue to 



to war and violence (Lokumannage, 2019; Hirblinger et al., 2024). Grassroots Activist 819 and 

829 spoke about digital storytelling as a useful medium for yo

humanises ethnic 8others9.

819 notes that this positive trend is primarily, <

old divisive norms of nationalism=. 



unfulfilled dimensions of Sri Lanka9s post

These findings lead me to conclude that Sri Lanka9s reconciliation process remains 





central aim of my findings is to investigate pathways for a 8holistic reconciliation9 that bridges 

reflections of 8everyday9 experiences with broader reconciliation processes and examines how 

applying the concept of 8everyday9 reconciliation to Sri Lanka9s post

communities. The key contributions are: it advances existing understandings of 8everyday9 



of 8reconciliation9 in the Sri Lankan context, which became 

The government9s standpoint on reconciliation stood in contrast to the expectations of 

8 9



reconciliation is an externally driven agenda and therefore, disconnected from 8everyday9 local 

8 9

8everyday9 reconciliation in Sri Lanka is underexplored, under

women9s cooperatives. This indicates that in 

f 8everyday9 reconciliation9 by showcasing how grassroots women9s 







communities to establish rigid demarcations between themselves and their perceived <other= 

The concept of 8everyday9 peace points towards intergroup interactions that can foster 



survivors in women9s associations. My empirical findings contribute to the limited existing 

8everyday9 reconciliation by mitigating hate speech, stereotypes, and prejudices through the 

8 9

the trauma and violence of the war. Central to this is a deepening of 8everyday9 reconciliation, 



romanticising <the local= or assuming a unified civil society (Mohanty, 2006). The role of 

<the Sri Lankan state9s role within this process must be of a 8facilitator9 

s9

process=. 
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